



30 July 1982 
EMPLOYMENT UND WORKING POPULATION IN THE COMMUNITY IN 1981 
Between 1980 and 1981 the number of people in the Community having a job 
fell by 1.65 million, which corresponds to a reduction of 1.5%. All Member States 
were affected by this contraction in employment, it being particularly powerful in 
the United Kingdom (- 5.3%), in Belgium (- 2.1%) and in Denmark (- 1.4%). 
This new drop in employment appeared after the four years of slight growth 
that followed the reductions of 1975 and 1976. It is characterized mainly by a con-
tinuation of the fall in employment in agriculture that has been going on for many 
years, compted with an accelerated reduction of jobs in industry. Industry in the 
Community occupied 4% less people in 1981 than in the previous year,the diminuation 
being nearly 10% in the United Kingdom, 7.5% in Denmark, 6% in Belgium and 4.7% in 
the Netherlands. 
Services, which were the engine of growth in employment even during 1975 
and 1976, only mustered a mere 0.4% increase for the Community as a whole. Never-
theless, increases of 2% and more took place in the Netherlands, Luxembourg and, 
above all, Italy; at the same time employment in services fell in the United King-
dom. 
This crisis in employment affected employees more than the self-employed, 
indépendants and family workers. Compared with 1980 the number of employees dropped 
by 1.8% in the Community; decreases of 5.0% in agriculture and 4.4 % in industry 
were accompanied by an increase of only 0.2% in services. 
The reduction in employment has not reduced the labour force but has given 
a strong boost to unemployment, the numbers unemployed rising from 6.7 million on 
average in 1980 to 8.8 million on average in 1981. 
The working population, in fact, increased slightly during the year 
(+ 0.4%), the growth for women (+ 0.8%) being more important than that for men 
(+ 0.2%). This Community average is, however, influenced by the situation in the 
United Kingdom which alone saw a reduction in the total active population (-1.1%) 
and particularly in the female active population (- 2.2%). 
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Methodological notes: 
Data shown in this bulletin incorporate revisions to series. 
The 1981 figures are in all cases of a provisional nature. 
The series "Total working population", "Total employment", 
"Employees" . and "Services" include the armed forces except 
for Greece. 
Estimates of Community totals have been made on the assumption 
that 1981 figures are the same as those of 1980 for countries 
where the data are not yet available. 
: Figures not available 
* Estimates by EUROSTAT 
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!.i) Armed forces not included 
lb) OCDE estimations 
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CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT BY SEX 
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7 . EMPLOYEES BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY 
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III. STRUCTURES OF WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT 
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